
A partnership between the Center for Nonprofit Advancement and the  
DC Department of Energy and Environment 

                            

 

 

 

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA) 
SMALL & ACCESSIBLE SUSTAINABILITY REUSE (SAS) SUBGRANTS 

URBAN ARGRICULTURE PROGRAM 
Publication Date: October 3, 2025 

Application Deadline: November 15, 2025 11:59 PM ET 

Contact: grants@nonprofitadvancement.org  

 

  



Section 1. Overview 
 

Purpose  

The Center for Nonprofit Advancement (the “Center”), in partnership with the DC Department 
of Energy and Environment (DOEE)’s Office of Urban Agriculture, invites applications for 
the Urban Agriculture Subgrants. These subgrants are within the Small and Accessible 
Sustainability (SAS) Grant Program. The SAS grant program emphasizes supporting small, new, 
and historically excluded (SNHE) entities.  

The Urban Agriculture Subgrants program offers funding to increase urban agriculture 
through infrastructure and operations support for District urban farms, particularly for 
communities with low access to grocery stores and fresh food.   

What is an Urban Farm?   

District urban farms are any property in the District of Columbia used for growing, cultivating, 
processing, and distributing crops for profit, not-for-profit, or educational purposes (statute §§ 
48-401). These farms are diverse in form and function, in-ground, 
rooftop, hydroponic / aquaponic operations, controlled-environment, etc. Produce grown and 
cultivated at District urban farms should be for the benefit of the public via sales or donation (as 
opposed to personal or single-family use).  

Available Funding  

The Center anticipates awarding 4 – 7 subgrants ranging from $5,000–$15,000 each. Total 
funding available for subgrants this round is $55,000.  

Period of Performance  

The performance period will run from March 1, 2026 – February 28, 2027, to align with 
the District’s planting and harvesting season.  

• Awards will be announced in January 2026.  
• Applicants may not incur costs before March 1, 2026.  
• All projects must be completed by February 28, 2027.  
• No extensions will be granted.  

Priority Communities & Projects  

All projects must directly benefit communities with low access to grocery stores and fresh 
food.  

 



Who are the communities with low access to groceries and fresh food?    
Low-food access areas in the District disproportionately affect low-income and Black and Latinx 
residents, with significantly higher rates of food insufficiency—especially among households 
with children and seniors. Wards 4, 5, 7, and 8 face limited access to groceries, farmers’ markets, 
and nutrition benefit outlets, forcing residents to travel farther and bear greater costs.  

The District has also defined neighborhoods lacking grocery stores and fresh food on this 
map: https://opendata.dc.gov/datasets/supermarket-tax-incentives  

Section 2. Eligibility 
 

Eligible applicants include:  
• Nonprofit organizations, including those with IRS 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) 
determinations  
• Faith-based organizations  
• Universities/educational institutions  
• Private enterprises  
 

Applicants must also:  
• Operate an urban farm (see “What is an Urban Farm?” in Section 1).   
• Be located in DC.  
• Be in good standing (taxes, licenses, insurance) and not debarred or suspended.  
• Provide written permission from the landowner to implement the project; and  
• Demonstrate capacity to complete the proposed scope within the period of 
performance.  
 

Ineligible applicants: Government agencies; individuals; unincorporated associations; 
and entities that do not meet the criteria of operating as an urban farm, including farmers’ 
markets, community gardens, etc.  

Section 3. Allowable Uses & Restrictions 
 

Allowable costs may include:  
• Personnel directly supporting the farm project  
• Consultant/contracted services (e.g., soil testing, irrigation installation)  
• Seeds, plants, soil, compost, mulch, and other growing supplies  
• Small tools and farm equipment (under $5,000 per item)  
• Printing, outreach, signage, and educational materials  
• Local travel necessary for project implementation  
• Insurance  
• Documentation and evaluation  

  
 



Not allowable:  
• Cannabis crop production or distribution   
• Lobbying  
• Entertainment  
• Purchase or rental of office space or farmland.  
• Major equipment purchases above $5,000 in value  
• Interest and late fees  
• Most food purchases not related to farm production  
• Composting or processing of non-edible waste  
• Endowments, deficit financing, individuals, building campaigns, annual giving, 
research, fund raising, or venture capital  

Section 4. Eligible Project Types 
 

A successful project proposal should produce outcomes that address at least two of the 
following goals:   

1. Increase food crop production, processing, and/or distribution for public sales or 
distribution.  

2. Improve distribution & access to fresh foods.   
3. Construct facilities that enable agricultural education experiences for public benefit.  
4. Accelerate the business and production capacity for socially disadvantaged farmers; and  
5. Advance sustainable agricultural efforts in the District for public benefit.  

 
Examples of fundable projects include but are not limited to:  

• Fencing, cold storage, wash/pack stations, sheds, and pavilions for food processing and 
education events.  

• Hoop houses, greenhouses, and shipping containers for indoor growing.  
• Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA) Technology, including lighting, hydroponic, 

and aquaponic components.   
• Utility installation to support urban farms, such as water, electrical lines, and solar 

panels.  
• Farm supplies and equipment, e.g., tools and irrigation supplies, tillers, lawnmowers.  
• Operational Support, including office equipment, web platforms for program promotion 

and expansion, EBT technology, and training associated with equipment or platforms.  

Learn about projects funded in the past here: https://doee.dc.gov/node/1592081  

Section 5. Application Components 
 

Required components:  
1) Applicant Profile– Org name, EIN/UEI (if applicable), address, contact person.  
2) Project Summary (200 words max)  
3) Narrative  



a. Urban Farm Operations - Please describe how your entity meets the definition of an 
urban farm.   
 
Urban farms are defined as any property in the District of Columbia that is used for the 
growing, cultivating, processing, and distributing of crops for profit, not-for-profit, or for 
educational purposes (statute §§ 48-401). These farms are diverse in form and function, 
in-ground, rooftop, hydroponic/aquaponic operations, controlled-environment, etc. 
Produce grown and cultivated at District urban farms should be for the benefit of the 
public via sales or donation (as opposed to personal or single-family use).  

 
b. Background, Past Performance, and Expertise – Please describe your work, mission, 

or core purpose. Describe any successful projects that you have completed in the 
past. What expertise or experience does your team bring to the 
project proposed? Optional: Please describe how your entity is considered a small, new, 
and/or historically excluded entity.  
 

c. Project Goals, Description, and Need – Select at least two (2) of the program 
goals below. Describe your project and explain how the selected program goals are 
connected to your project proposal. Why is the project needed?   
§ Increase food crop production, processing, and/or distribution for public sales or 

distribution,  
§ Improve distribution & access to fresh foods.  
§ Construct facilities that enable agricultural education experiences for public benefit.  
§ Accelerate the business and production capacity for socially disadvantaged farmers.   
§ Advance sustainable agricultural efforts in the District for public benefit.  

 
d. Community and Partnerships – Where is your  

project located? Briefly explain who are the communities that will benefit from your 
project and your relationship with those communities. Will you be working with 
partners? If so, please describe who they are and how they will be involved.   

All projects must directly benefit communities with low access to grocery stores and 
fresh food. The District has defined neighborhoods lacking grocery stores and fresh food 
on this map: https://opendata.dc.gov/datasets/supermarket-tax-incentives  

e. Intended Impact and Sustainability – What meaningful impact do you anticipate this 
initiative will have? How will you measure success related to the outcomes you aim to 
achieve during the project? Upon completion of the grant and beyond, what impact do 
you imagine your work having in the community, system, or field?   

 
 
 
 

 



4) Workplan – (Required Table) – Applicants must complete the following table 
to demonstrate when project activities will occur and how they will lead to measurable 
deliverables.  

Activities  Timeline  Who will be 
responsible?  

Outputs (Direct 
Deliverables)  

What the project 
will do (e.g., install 
raised beds, host 4 
farm workshops)  

When will the 
activity start to 
be implemented?  

Who will be 
responsible 
for completing the 
activity?   

What will 
be immediately produced (# 
beds built, # workshops held, 
# lbs food harvested, # 
residents served)  

Example: Install 6 
raised beds at Ward 
8 urban farm   

Example: January 
2027  

Example: Famer 1 
and Community 
Partner X  

Example: 600 sq. ft. of new 
growing space; 100 pounds of 
veggies cultivated annually  

 
5) Budget & Justification – See Section 6 and Appendix B for guidance.  

 
6) Attachments (not included in page limit) (please see Appendix C):  

a. Workplan (1 page max)  
b. Letters of Commitment (optional, up to 2)  
c. Written permission from the landowner to implement the project  
d. Proof of DC Good Standing (or plan to obtain prior to award)  
e. DC Business License or proof in process  
f. Certificate of Insurance (or waiver request approved by DOEE)  
g. Signed Assurances and Certifications  
h. ACH/Payment Details  

Section 6. Submission & Timeline 
 

How to apply: Submit via the Center’s grants 
portal https://centerfornonprofitadvancement.formstack.com/forms/urban_agriculture_gra
nt_application  
 
Questions: Email grants@nonprofitadvancement.org. Responses will be posted publicly on the 
portal.  
 
Key Dates (subject to change):  

• RFA Release: October 3, 2025  
• Virtual Info Session: October 8, 2025, 9:30 a.m. (Zoom link upon registration)  

Register Here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/small-accessible-sustainability-sas-
subgrants-info-session-tickets-1716293834059?aff=oddtdtcreator  

• Deadline: November 15, 2025, 11:59 p.m. ET  
• Awards Announced: January 15, 2026  
• Earliest Start Date: March 1, 2026  
• Final End Date: February 28, 2027  



 
Late or incomplete applications will not be reviewed.  
 

Section 7. Review & Scoring (100 pts) 
 

• Urban Farm Operations (10 pts) - Demonstrates that the entity operates as an urban 
farm through clear justification.  

• Background, Past Performance, and Expertise (10 pts) - Relevant experience, 
qualifications, and track record of successful implementation.  

• Project Goals, Description, and Need (25 pts) – Identifies at least two project goals and 
connects goals with project scope. Strong justification on project need.   

• Workplan (20 pts) – Feasibility of the activities proposed, 
staffing plan, realistic timeline.  

• Community and Partnerships (15 pts) – Project will benefit communities with low 
food access. Demonstrates strong relationships with the 
community. Partners are appropriate and they are aware of their role.   

• Intended Impact and Sustainability (10 pts) – Clearly states how success during the 
project will be measured and the initiative’s long-term impact, expected community 
transformation.  

• Budget & Cost Effectiveness (10 pts) – Reasonableness, justification, clear linkage to 
outputs/outcomes.  

 
SNHE Additional Points (up to 10 additional):  

• Describes how the entity qualifies as small, newly established, or historically 
excluded.  

Section 8. Award Administration, Payments & Reporting 
 

• Award Notices – Selected applicants will receive an Award Letter and NOGA.  
• Payments – Standard disbursement: 80% at award, 20% at close-out (upon approved 

final report).  
• Monitoring – Documentation checks and in-person site visit with the Center and DOEE 

staff.   
• Reporting  

o Progress Update(s) per NOGA schedule  
o Final Report (30 days post-close): narrative, metrics, sample materials, expenditure 

report with receipts/invoices/time records  

Section 9. Terms, Assurances & Insurance 
 



Grantees must:  
• Sign the Center’s Promises, Certifications, Assertions, and Assurances.  
• Maintain required insurance (insurance costs may be budgeted).  
• Provide a DC Clean Hands Certificate of Compliance (or plan to obtain prior to award).  
• Retain records for 3 years.  
• Comply with all applicable District and federal laws, including nondiscrimination.  

Appendix A – Application Questions 
 

Applicants must address the following in their application:  
• Urban Farm Operations  
• Background, Past Performance, and Expertise  
• Project Goals, Description, and Need   
• Community and Partnerships  
• Partnerships & Community Engagement  
• Intended Impact and Sustainability  
• Workplan  
• Budget & Justification  

Appendix B – Budget Guidance 
 

Applicants must submit a program budget in a table or spreadsheet form. 

Required Elements:  
• Categories: Personnel, Consultants/Contracted Services, Seeds/Plants/Soil/Compost, 

Tools/Materials, Printing/Outreach, Travel, Facilities/Space (farm/plot-specific), 
Insurance, Other.  

• Line Items: Provide detail (e.g., “Farm Manager – 10 hrs/week @ $25/hr for 12 weeks”).  
• Justifications: Explain why each cost is necessary and how it supports the project.  
• Total request: Between $5,000 and $20,000.  

Sample Table:  

Category  Line Item  Cost  Justification  
Personnel  Farm Manager 

(10 hrs/week)  
$3,000  Oversees planting, 

harvesting, and 
training.  

Seeds/Plants  Vegetable seeds + 
compost  

$1,500  Inputs needed to grow 
food on 0.5 acre plot.  

Tools/Materials  Raised bed lumber + 
irrigation  

$2,000  Improves farm 
infrastructure.  



Insurance  General liability 
coverage  

$500  Ensures coverage 
during public farm 
events.  

TOTAL    $7,000    

Appendix C – Compliance Checklist 
 

• DC Business License or proof in process  
• Certificate of Insurance (or waiver request approved by DOEE)  
• DC Clean Hands Certificate of Compliance  
• Signed Assurances & Certifications  
• ACH/Payment details  

 


