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Section 1. Overview 
 

Purpose  

The Center for Nonprofit Advancement (the “Center”), in partnership with the DC Department 
of Energy and Environment (DOEE), invites applications for the Donation and Reuse 
Subgrants through the Small and Accessible Sustainability (SAS) Grant Program. This 
program aims to support small, new, and historically excluded (SNHE) entities and advances the 
District’s sustainability and zero waste goals.    

The goal of the District’s Donation and Reuse Program is to fund projects that reduce needless 
waste and increase diversion of reusable material, including edible food, from landfills and 
incineration through donation or reuse.   

The purpose of the Donation and Reuse Program is to provide funding for donation, reuse, and 
repair projects, programs, and services for increased donation and reuse opportunities of 
materials otherwise headed to the waste stream in the District. This program will support 
community-oriented projects that are designed to meet the needs of the community and/or 
encourage behavior change around donation, reuse, and repair of household items and food 
recovery. The awards may also fund education and engagement efforts to increase the public’s 
understanding of the importance of donation and reuse and increase awareness of current 
donation and reuse opportunities and best practices.    

Funding will support District residents, businesses, and other entities that are currently engaging 
in donation, reuse, and repair of materials, or projects that would not continue without the 
support of the award. Priority will be given to SNHE entities (e.g., small nonprofit organizations, 
small businesses) to implement practical, community-rooted donation and reuse projects.  

Available Funding  

The Center anticipates awarding 5-7 subgrants, each ranging from $5,000 to $20,000. Total 
funding available for subgrants this round is $55,000.  

Period of Performance  

The performance period will run from April 1, 2026 – March 31, 2027.  
• Awards will be announced in January 2026.  
• Applicants may not incur costs before April 1, 2026.  
• All projects must be completed by March 31, 2027.  
• No extensions will be granted.  

Priority Communities & Projects  



Projects that primarily serve Wards 7 and 8 and/or are led by SNHE organizations will receive 
preference.  

Section 2. Eligibility 
 

Eligible applicants include:  
• Nonprofit organizations  
• Faith-based organizations  
• Government agencies  
• Universities/educational institutions  
• Private enterprises  

Ineligible applicants: Individuals and unincorporated associations (e.g., neighborhood groups 
without incorporation papers).  

Applicants must:  
• Be located in DC or deliver services physically in DC;  
• Be in good standing (taxes, licenses, insurance) and not debarred or suspended;  
• Demonstrate capacity to complete the proposed scope within the period of performance.  

Section 3. Allowable Uses & Restrictions 
 

Allowable costs may include:  
• Personnel directly supporting the project  
• Consultant/contracted services  
• Supplies, small tools, materials  
• Printing, reproduction, outreach, signage  
• Facility/venue rental for events  
• Local travel necessary for project implementation  
• Insurance  
• Documentation and evaluation  

 
Not allowable:  

• Lobbying  
• Entertainment  
• Land purchases  
• Major equipment purchases (e.g., vehicles)  
• Interest and late fees  
• Most food purchases (unless integral to project outcomes, e.g., edible food recovery)  
• Donation drives for new items (e.g., new toys)  
• Composting or processing of non-edible food waste  



 

Section 4. Eligible Project Types 
 

Projects must support donation and reuse through one or more of the following:  
• Establishing and/or maintaining donation drop-off sites or pick-up services  
• Clothing swap events (one-time or recurring)  
• Repair workshops (“fix-it” events)  
• Food rescue and edible food recovery programs  
• Public awareness campaigns about donation and reuse best practices  
• Education and outreach to expand participation in donation and reuse  
• Repair services for household items, electronics, or bicycles  
• Programs to respond to surges of unsolicited donations during emergencies  

Section 5. Application Components 
 

Required components:  

1. Applicant Profile – Org name, EIN/UEI (if applicable), address, contact person.  
2. Project Summary – 200 words max.  
3. Narrative  

• Goals & Objectives – What environmental and community goals will this project 
advance?  

• Target Audience & Location – Where will your project be located? What 
communities will it serve?  

• Equity, Partnerships & Community Engagement – How have community voices 
shaped the design; roles of partners.  

• Background & Past Performance – Please describe any relevant experience with 
donation and/or reuse projects, preferably with a focus on waste diversion. Optional: 
Please describe how your entity is considered a small, new, and/or historically 
excluded entity.  

• Sustainability & Risk – How will this project impact last beyond the grant; risks and 
mitigation.  

• Workplan — Activities → Outputs → Outcomes (Required Table) – Applicants 
must complete the following table to demonstrate how project activities will lead to 
measurable deliverables and intended results.  
 

Example Table: 
Activities  Timeline  Outputs (Direct 

Deliverables)  
Outcomes (Intended 
Results/Impact)  

What the project will 
do (e.g., host 3 

When will the activity 
start to be 

What will be 
immediately produced 

Short- and long-term 
changes expected (e.g., 



clothing swap 
events)  

implemented? 
Example: January 
2027  

(# events, # people 
served, # items 
repaired/diverted, etc.)  

increased reuse, reduced 
disposal, increased 
awareness, community 
skill-building)  

Example Row:  
| Host three fix-it workshops in Ward 7 | April 1, 2026 | 75 community members participate; 120 
items repaired/diverted from landfill | Residents gain repair skills; increased awareness of reuse 
practices; reduced waste disposal |  

• Budget & Justification – See Section 6 and Appendix B for guidance.
4. Attachments (not included in page limit):

• Workplan (1 page max)
• Letters of Commitment (optional, up to 2)
• Proof of DC Good Standing (or plan to obtain prior to award)
• DC Business License or proof in process
• Certificate of Insurance (or waiver request approved by DOEE)
• DC Clean Hands Certificate of Compliance
• Signed Assurances & Certifications
• ACH/Payment details

Section 6. Submission & Timeline 

How to apply: Submit via the Center’s grants portal - please copy/paste below URL into your browser 
https://centerfornonprofitadvancement.formstack.com/forms/donation_and_reuse_grant_a
pplication 

Questions: Email grants@nonprofitadvancement.org. Responses will be posted publicly. 

Key Dates (subject to change): 
• RFA Release: October 3, 2025
• Virtual Info Session: October 8, 2025, 9:30 a.m. (Zoom link upon registration)

Register Here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/small-accessible-sustainability-sas-
subgrants-info-session-tickets-1716293834059?aff=oddtdtcreator

• Deadline: November 15, 2025, 11:59 p.m. ET
• Awards Announced: January 2026
• Earliest Start Date: April 1, 2026
• Final End Date: March 31, 2027

Late or incomplete applications will not be reviewed. 



Section 7. Review & Scoring (100 pts) 
 

• Project Need & Alignment (25 pts) – Problem clarity; alignment with donation & reuse 
goals.  

• Workplan & Likelihood of Success (20 pts) – Feasibility, staffing, timeline.  
• Community Partnerships & Engagement (20 pts) – Partner roles, community voice, 

cultural competence.  
• Sustainability (15 pts) – Durability of outcomes beyond the grant; replication potential.  
• Budget & Cost Effectiveness (20 pts) – Reasonableness, justification, clear linkage to 

outputs/outcomes.  
 
Priority Points (up to 10 additional):  

• SNHE organizations  
o Small – Organizations fewer than 25 paid employees  
o New – Organizations incorporated within the past 5 years  
o Historically Excluded – Organizations located in or primarily serving Wards 5, 7 

and 8, or led by individuals from communities historically excluded from funding 
opportunities (e.g., Black, Indigenous, and other people of color; immigrant; 
women-led)  

• Projects serving unhoused or in-need populations  

Section 8. Award Administration, Payments & Reporting 
 

• Award Notices – Selected applicants will receive an Award Letter and NOGA.  
• Payments – Standard disbursement: 80% at award, 20% at close-out (upon approved 

final report).  
• Monitoring – Site visits (virtual or in-person) and documentation checks.  
• Reporting  

o Progress Update(s) per NOGA schedule  
o Final Report (30 days post-close): narrative, metrics, sample materials, 

expenditure report with receipts/invoices/time records  

Section 9. Terms, Assurances & Insurance 
 

Grantees must:  
• Sign the Center’s Promises, Certifications, Assertions, and Assurances;  
• Maintain required insurance (insurance costs may be budgeted);  
• Provide a DC Clean Hands Certificate of Compliance (or plan to obtain prior to award);  
• Retain records for 3 years;  
• Comply with all applicable District and federal laws, including nondiscrimination.  



Appendix A – Application Questions 
 

Applicants must address the following in their application:  
• Background & Need  
• Goals & Objectives  
• Activities → Outputs → Outcomes (Table format required)  

 
Activities  Timeline  Outputs  Outcomes  

What you will do?  When will the activity 
start to be 
implemented? 
Example: January 
2027  
  

What you will 
immediately deliver?  

What change or 
impact you expect?  

  
Example:  

| Launch food rescue pick-up program | January 15, 2027 | 5,000 lbs. of surplus food 
collected and redistributed | Increased access to fresh food; reduced edible food waste in 
landfills |  
 

• Target Audience & Location  
• Partnerships & Community Engagement  
• Workplan & Timeline  
• Organizational Capacity & Past Performance  
• Sustainability & Risk  
• Budget & Justification  

Appendix B – Budget Guidance 
 

Applicants must submit a program budget in table or spreadsheet form.  

Required Elements:  
• Categories: Personnel, Consultants/Contracted Services, Supplies/Materials, 

Printing/Outreach, Travel, Facilities/Space (event-specific), Insurance, Other.  
• Line Items: Provide detail (e.g., “Outreach Coordinator – 10 hrs/week @ $25/hr for 12 

weeks”).  
• Justifications: Explain why each cost is necessary and how it supports the project.  
• Total request: Between $5,000 and $20,000.  

 

 



Sample Table:  

Category  Line Item  Cost  Justification  

Personnel  Outreach Coordinator  $3,000  Manages volunteers for donation 
events.  

Supplies  Tools & signage  $1,500  Required for fix-it workshops.  
Space 
Rental  Event space (3 events)  $1,200  Needed to host events in Ward 7.  

Insurance  General liability 
coverage  $500  Ensures coverage during public events.  

TOTAL    $6,200    

Appendix C – Compliance Checklist 
 

• DC Business License or proof in process 
• Certificate of Insurance (or waiver request approved by DOEE) 
• DC Clean Hands Certificate of Compliance 
• Signed Assurances & Certifications 
• ACH/Payment details 




